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LISTEN

Art Dudley

Weights, Crates, and Petty Hates

Serious Wood

A couple of manufacturers responded
to my column of June 2008, in which
I railed against the majority of audio-
specific furniture as being ugly, stupid,
or both. My opinion remains rooted to
the spot, but today that majority seems
somewhat less vast.

First came news of a furniture line
by Anthony Abbate, who makes loud-
speaker cabinets for DeVore Fidelity
(whose excellent Gibbon 9 speaker I
wrote about in my December 2007
column). Abbate’s audio-furniture busi-
ness, Box Furniture Co., specializes in
multiticred wood racks that are stable
and substantial without being unduly

‘massive. Only premium hardwoods—

A three-tier Box Furniture Co. rack in sapele,

maple, anigre, and sapele are
the main choices—are used for
the frames, and the shelves are
plywood with similarly nice
veneers. All joints are mor-
tise-and-tenon, and Abbate is
working on a way to flat-pack
the finished product for home
assembly to keep shipping
costs down. Catalyzed finishes
are applied to all surfaces, al-
though Abbate is researching
the use of environmentally
friendly water-based lacquers
for future production.

I have an early Box Furniture cre-
ation here at home: a portion of a much
larger modular rack that was made for
a Consumer Electronics Show display.
I think it’s a beautiful thing—very Har-
vey Ellis in a 21st-century way (sans
découpage)—and it’s quite sturdy. More
to the point, the Box Furniture table
sounds good—or, rather, equipment
placed atop it sounds good. Even my
Linn LP12 turntable.
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